FROM MENIER TO NESTLÉ :

IS IT POSSIBLE TO GENERALISE ?
In 1824, Jean Antoine Brutus Menier created a chocolate factory in Noisiel, in the Marne valley, upstream from Paris. Imported cocoa came up the Seine and Marne rivers, sugar was provided by the Villenoy sugar mill, near Meaux, which transformed the sugar beets grown on the neighbouring plateau. For one century, with its 1000 to 1600 employees, the Noisiel plant was by far the biggest factory in the region. Then the firm began its decline at the end of the 50’s (270 employees in November 1961). It was finally bought by Nestlé in 1988. The new owner eventually stopped production two years later and established its French headquarters on this historical site. Apparently, this exemple seems to be a symbol of the replacement of industry by services. But is it really a good example ?

Like the rest of Greater Paris, the Marne valley wittnessed the replacement of industry by tertiary activities during the last decades accompanied by heavy urbanisation.

However, these evolutions are specific because of the creation of a new town, Marne-la-Vallée in 1972. This city was planned to promote the move of qualified jobs from the capital. The new town greatly affected the local processes of urbanisation, deindustrialisation and tertiarisation. 

After a presentation of the region’s characteristics at the beginning of the 70’s, this paper will demonstrate that the three processes of urbanisation, deindustrialisation and tertiarisation are distinct. We will then specify the interactions existing between the evolution of industry and services in the region.  Finally, a summary table of the current economic organisation of the region will serve as a conclusion.

I/ THE SETTING: FROM THE MARNE VALLEY TO MARNE-LA-VALLEE
1)  A Region First Structured by the Marne Valley
The Marne valley is located east of Paris.  A natural road of communication between Paris and the east of France, it is surrounded by two ancient and intensive agricultural plateaux, made dynamic by the Paris outlet.  These plateaux, in particular the Brie in the south, were barely affected by industrialisation and urban development in the 19th as well as the first half of the 20th century.

Three advantages favoured the industrialisation of the valley in the 19th and 20th centuries:

- the neighbouring farmland provided products that could be transformed and valorised by the agro-food industry, especially since it benefited from the Paris market;

- the construction of the railways in the second third of the 19th century reinforced the role of the valley as a route of exchange between Paris and the east of France.  Although the Paris market was immediately accessible, other prospects opened up to the most enterprising, such as the Menier.  The Chelles-Vaires marshalling yard encouraged the establishment of different industries and logistic activities, providing a great many jobs.

- In the 20th century, the expansion of Greater Paris followed these first steps in industrialisation. The valley was a privileged line of expansion for urban development.  First, this resulted in a high increase in the population of the neighbouring communes that were well connected to the centre of Paris by train.  We also note the slackening of industrial activities in favour of these regions as of the 19th century.  This continued throughout the 20th century but tended to increase during the 30 years of post-war expansion.  The delocalisation of Paris industries towards distant outlying regions increased.

The industrialisation was not over by the beginning of the 70’s, after 30 years of post-war development.  The establishment of industry continued, in particular in the two cities closest to Paris, Chelles and Lagny.  These two cities, well connected to the capital by train, a little less so by road, above all had cheap and available real estate that attracted companies from the centre of Paris.  This was the case of the Chapal firm, that took over the tanneries in Lagny in 1927.  In 1967, it closed its Montreuil plant, an outlying suburb of Paris, to decentralise all of its production in Lagny (and in the Limousin Region).  There were 240 employees in Lagny in 1972.

2)  What Industries?  What Services at the End of the 30 Years of Post-War Development?
* There are several categories of industry:

- different extraction industries, mainly found in the eastern part of the region examined.  From east to west, we can mention the ancient millstone quaries that no longer exist in Ferté sous Jouarre, the iron-nickel plant in Lizy sur Ourcq, the plaster quarries in Annet sur Marne and alabaster in Chelles.

- Various agro-food industries, using the production from the neighbouring farm plateau as well as that of the valley ; the sugar mills in Lizy sur Ourcq and Villenoy (near Meaux), the Meunier de Noisiel chocolate works, the main user of sugar from the department, canneries, vegetables in Meaux (Prévet), sundry food dishes in Lagny (William Saurin), pasta in Chelles (Panzani) and finally cheesemongers mainly in Meaux, producing Brie cheese.  We can add tanneries, a Lagny-Pomponne tradition.

- after World War I, different mechanical industries developped in the valley.  This first involved farm equipment (Fortin Frères, Delignères in Meaux), then during the arms race, different specialised mechanical productions, related to railway shunting, the automobile and precision equipment.

Thus, there is a varied industrial fabric that is not very dense but is highly concentrated in the valley or its immediate edges while the surrounding plateaux are fully devoted to agriculture.

* An East/West Industrial Imbalance

 One persistent characteristic of the industry in this region is that the general qualifications of the working population decrease as one moves east, that is as one moves away from Paris.  50 % of the population in Chelles and Meaux still consists of skilled workers.  This proportion decreases as we move east.  The same is true of the management, engineers and technicians.  There are 11 % in Chelles and only 7 % in Meaux.  We have the contrast between a not very qualified zone of production in the east and a zone with a higher rate of management, better qualifications, benefiting from the proximity of Paris.  This is even more true in newer industrial firms in the new town.  The senority of industries is a major factor - the extraction and agro-food industries, the oldest industries, do not require many skilled workers.

However, this process was reinforced by industrial slackening.  Companies looking for unskilled and cheap labour moved to the east of the valley while those looking for skilled workers set up in the immediate vicinity of the Paris region.  This gave rise to a division of labour in space, operating according to a classic centre-periphery model, based on the geographic dissociation betwen activities involving design and those involving assembly.

* Services Largely Absent

In the 60’s, the services were not very developed and were under-represented in the region.  This was mainly due to the lack of central functions in the cities in the region.  These functions were to a great extent confiscated by the Paris region.  In fact, the capital concentrated all of the upper services for companies (for example, trade and banking) as well as for the public (department stores).  In 1982, in Greater Paris, 37 % of the administrative units for industry (head offices and offices) were located in Paris, 79 % in Greater Paris, 14 % in the urban units with a population of over 200,000 and only 7 % in smaller towns.

The administrative services are mainly concentrated in the prefecture of Melun, 50 km south of the region studied.  Commercial, administrative and other functions are not greatly represented in the different cities in the valley.  This is especially the case of Chelles, a new town, mainly developed after World War II due to industry but in close relation with Paris.  Two cities have a special, intermediate place: Lagny and especially Meaux maintain their glorious historical role as a local centre, in spite of the increasing weight of Greater Paris.

Therefore, services were under-represented in the Marne valley, mainly due to the proximity of Paris.  However, the creation of the new city, Marne-la-Vallée, deeply changed this situation.

3)  Marne-la-Vallée, an Exceptional Situation
In the 60’s, awareness of the preponderant weight of Paris gave rise to a certain number of government policies to correct this situation.  In addition to the financial given to provincial towns, one of the key aspects to this policy was the creation of new towns around Paris.  The 1965 plan for the development of the Paris Region (SDAU-RP) layed down the principle of the creation of new towns (there were finally 5 of them) 30-40 km from the centre of the capital.
  One of these towns was established near the Marne valley.  It was called Marne-la-Vallée.

The new town was created by decree in August 1972.  The planners of the new town tried to take advantage of the Marne valley line of commuunication.  It already counted old transportation networks (canal, railway, road) and a great many populated cities.  The new town was established on the Brie plateau, immediately south of the valley, drawn out parallel to the river.

This situation had two consequences:`

- First, specific transportation networks were set up, to effectively connect the new town to the centre of Paris.  The East highway, inagurated in 1976, crosses Marne-la-Vallée. The rapid transit line, crossing Paris and launched in 1977 was little by little extended to Chessy, at the eastern end of the new town.  The new town now has a total of 9 stations.

- Second, the new town developped progressively, from west to east.  The first neighbourhoods were those closest to Paris.  The new town was planned around 4 successive sectors.  The first sector corresponded to the largely urbanised communes close to Paris.  They developped greatly as of the 70’s, around the tertiary, administrative and commercial centre Noisy-le-Grand Mont d’Est.  Sector 2, Val Maubuée, centred along the communes of Lognes-Torcy, was urbanised in the 70’s and 80’s.  In communes that were originally much more rural, the emphasis was put on housing and the development of different zones of activity.  Sector 3 was built in 1985 around Bussy Saint Georges (rapid transit station).  It includes the old city of Lagny sur Marne, even though Lagny tried to distance itself from the new town, refusing to be “drowned” in it.  The 4th and last sector was attributed to Disneyland Europe in 1987.  The construction of the amusement park (opened in 1992) provoked a major development in this sector that still continues (Chessy TGV station, opening of a second Disneyland in 2002, regional Val d’Europe shopping centre in 2003).

The progressive development of Marne-la-Vallée completely transformed the local and regional dynamics of town planning and employment.  For example, between 1975 and 1982, the commune of Noisy-le-Grand reported the 8th  highest increase in the number of jobs in the whole Ile-de-France region (+5,497 jobs), Torcy the 16th (+3,613).  Confronted with the constantly increasing weight of Metropolitain Paris, the new town at least partially restored the balance of the local economy and in part made up for the decline in jobs in the Marne valley during the two decades following the first oil crisis.  We will examine this in more detail now.

II  THE ECONOMIC MUTATIONS FROM 1970-1990
Three phenomena occurred in parallel during this period.  They do not necessarily involve the same zones.

1)  Urbanisation
A major phenomenon arose after the 1968 census: peri-urbanisation.  This is characterised by the reappropration of old villages, in particular on the farm plateau, colonised by urban dwellers coming from the centre of Greater Paris (Paris and the surrounding suburbs).  However, the characteristics are more specific in the region studied.  First, the valley, already highly urbanised in the west, is not very concerned.  It is necessary to go to Esbly and in particular beyond Meaux to wittness the constructon of modern homes.

However, the development of Marne-la-Vallée resulted in a type of re-concentration of urban growth within the perimeter of the new town.  In other terms, the growth in the population of this region, previously spread out over all of the communes, as a function of their proximity and accessibility to Paris, was vastly concentrated inside the new town, itself benefiting from much better links to the capital than those of the neighbouring communes, thanks to the highway and rapid transit system.

The figures are especially clear for the 1975-1990 period. The comparison between the town growths clearly shows thee contrast between the new town’s impressive growth and the slower rythm of upstream cities. The new town is divided into its different sectors, in order to show the successive steps of its development.  

TABLE 1
	COMMUNE
	1968
	1975
	1982
	1990
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	75/82
	82/90
	
	68/90

	
	
	
	
	
	
	%
	%
	%
	
	%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NOISY-LE-GRAND : SECTOR 1
	25440
	26642
	40611
	54031
	
	4,7
	52,4
	33,0
	
	112,4

	CHAMPS SUR MARNE
	4446
	5095
	16760
	21637
	
	14,6
	228,9
	29,1
	
	386,7

	NOISIEL
	1274
	3571
	12453
	16530
	
	180,3
	248,7
	32,7
	
	1197,5

	TORCY
	3401
	4800
	12280
	18686
	
	41,1
	155,8
	52,2
	
	449,4

	LOGNES
	297
	248
	1702
	13005
	
	-16,5
	586,3
	664,1
	
	4278,8

	ÉMERAINVILLE
	621
	753
	2456
	6777
	
	21,3
	226,2
	175,9
	
	991,3

	CROISSY-BEAUBOURG
	231
	957
	1556
	2398
	
	314,3
	62,6
	54,1
	
	938,1

	SECTOR 2
	10270
	15424
	47207
	79033
	
	50,2
	206,1
	67,4
	
	669,6

	LAGNY SUR MARNE
	15743
	16465
	17966
	18766
	
	4,6
	9,1
	4,5
	
	19,2

	SAINT THIBAULT DES VIGNES
	775
	1288
	1414
	4205
	
	66,2
	9,8
	197,4
	
	442,6

	GOUVERNES
	529
	692
	764
	938
	
	30,8
	10,4
	22,8
	
	77,3

	CONCHES
	471
	1234
	1751
	1794
	
	162,0
	41,9
	2,5
	
	280,9

	CHANTELOUP
	384
	414
	463
	1222
	
	7,8
	11,8
	163,9
	
	218,2

	MONTÉVRAIN
	1031
	1091
	1146
	1795
	
	5,8
	5,0
	56,6
	
	74,1

	GUERMANTES
	169
	243
	1407
	2277
	
	43,8
	479,0
	61,8
	
	1247,3

	BUSSY SAINT MARTIN
	186
	261
	317
	475
	
	40,3
	21,5
	49,8
	
	155,4

	COLLÉGIEN
	264
	281
	819
	2331
	
	6,4
	191,5
	184,6
	
	783,0

	BUSSY SAINT GEORGES
	462
	441
	456
	1550
	
	-4,5
	3,4
	239,9
	
	235,5

	FERRIÈRES
	941
	1031
	1335
	1439
	
	9,6
	29,5
	7,8
	
	52,9

	JOSSIGNY
	398
	497
	516
	529
	
	24,9
	3,8
	2,5
	
	32,9

	SECTOR 3
	21353
	23938
	28354
	37321
	
	12,1
	18,4
	31,6
	
	74,8

	SECTEUR 3 WITHOUT LAGNY
	5610
	7473
	10388
	18555
	
	33,2
	39,0
	78,6
	
	230,7

	CHESSY
	462
	582
	759
	1124
	
	26,0
	30,4
	48,1
	
	143,3

	COUPVRAY
	769
	1053
	1407
	2277
	
	36,9
	33,6
	61,8
	
	196,1

	MAGNY LE HONGRE
	121
	223
	267
	331
	
	84,3
	19,7
	24,0
	
	173,6

	SERRIS
	232
	304
	421
	896
	
	31,0
	38,5
	112,8
	
	286,2

	BAILLY-ROMAINVILLIERS
	245
	371
	402
	611
	
	51,4
	8,4
	52,0
	
	149,4

	SECTOR 4
	1829
	2533
	3256
	5239
	
	38,5
	28,5
	60,9
	
	186,4

	MARNE-LA-VALLÉE TOTAL
	58892
	68537
	119428
	175624
	
	16,4
	74,3
	47,1
	
	198,2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CHELLES
	33281
	36516
	41950
	45364
	
	9,7
	14,9
	8,1
	
	36,3

	BROU SUR CHANTEREINE
	3269
	4664
	4484
	4468
	
	42,7
	-3,9
	-0,4
	
	36,7

	VAIRES SUR MARNE
	8455
	10019
	10825
	11204
	
	18,5
	8,0
	3,5
	
	32,5

	CHELLES BUILT UP AREA
	45005
	51199
	57259
	61036
	
	13,8
	11,8
	6,6
	
	35,6

	LAGNY SUR MARNE
	15743
	16465
	17966
	18766
	
	4,6
	9,1
	4,5
	
	19,2

	THORIGNY
	5768
	7059
	7598
	8327
	
	22,4
	7,6
	9,6
	
	44,4

	LAGNY BUILT UP AREA
	28218
	32890
	39091
	47005
	
	16,6
	18,9
	20,2
	
	66,6

	ESBLY
	2433
	4035
	4280
	4495
	
	65,8
	6,1
	5,0
	
	84,8

	ESBLY BUILT UP AREA
	8189
	13727
	16232
	19294
	
	67,6
	18,2
	18,9
	
	135,6

	MEAUX
	30167
	42243
	45314
	48363
	
	40,0
	7,3
	6,7
	
	60,3

	MEAUX BUILT UP AREA
	37141
	50239
	55018
	61545
	
	35,3
	9,5
	11,9
	
	65,7

	LIZY SUR OURCQ
	2386
	2695
	2900
	3048
	
	13,0
	7,6
	5,1
	
	27,7

	LIZY BUILT UP AREA
	2764
	3334
	3762
	4107
	
	20,6
	12,8
	9,2
	
	48,6

	LA FERTÉ SOUS JOUARRE
	6277
	6872
	7062
	8241
	
	9,5
	2,8
	16,7
	
	31,3

	LA FERTÉ BUILT UP AREA
	6649
	7225
	7519
	9063
	
	8,7
	4,1
	20,5
	
	36,3

	TOTAL MARNE VALLEY CITIES
	127966
	158614
	178881
	202050
	
	24,0
	12,8
	13,0
	
	57,9

	(BUILT-UP AREAS)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2) Deindustrialisation
Deindustrialisation is not specific to the region concerned.  It involves the entire Paris region, and even all of France during the period under consideration.  However there are certain specific features.

These specificities are mainly related to the industrial branches found in the region.

The decline of extraction industries is old and deep.  This is especially true for the millstone quarries in La Ferté sous Jouarre, at the eastern end of the region.  The decline began at the beginning of the 20th century and continued throughout the century.  The city never recovered from the loss of its main activity, the source of prosperity during the previous century.  The old foundry in Lizy sur Ourcq wittnessed a number of ups and downs during the 30 years of post-war development.

There have been major restructurations and concentrations in the agro-food industry, for example in the sugar mills and cheesemongeries.  In certain cases, this resulted in bankruptcy, the most emblematic case represented by the Menier chocolate works evokes in the introduction. 

However, the small mechanics industries near Paris were able to better resist the crisis due to their specialisation.  Of course, each case is different.  For example, railway related activities declined slowly along with the decline in railway traffic.  Other companies, positioned in specific sectors, were able to maintain their activity and deal with the decline in industry.  This is the case of FRANKEL in Lagny, specialised in the manufacture of handling machines and axles for the automobile industry.  There were 1000 employees in 1970.  The company was purchased by a German competitor, Kaiser-Kraft, in 1970 and became a general supplier of equipment for companies.

At the same time, factories from the centre of Greater Paris continued to establish themselves, even if the rhythm progressively slowed down during the 70’s and 80’s.  These new factories were almost always established in the new industrial zones of the cities closest to Paris (Chelles and Lagny) and, of course, in the industrial zones of the new town (in sectors 1 and 2).

In addition, new high tech industries were set up in the region, although almost exclusively in the new town, more specifically in sector 1, in Noisy le Grand.  The east-west imbalance in terms of qualifications and management in industry was reinforced.  It now opposed the new town and its more or less high tech industries and the old industries in the Marne valley.

We therefore wittness a dual geographic logic in the evolution of regional industry:

- first, a major east-west imbalance both in terms of intensity and chronology in the wiithdrawal of industry: a very early and high decline in the east, a real decline in the centre (Meaux region) and a partial decline in the west, near Paris, since we note a partial compensation by the new establishments,

- second, the transfer of industrial zones of activity to the plateau within the new town from the former sites, traditionally found in the Marne valley.

3) Tertiarisation
As regards the creation of tertiary activities, the region wittnessed the pre-eminence of the new town with respect to its neighbours.  Of course, general public services, for example commerical structures, increased in middle-sized cities such as Meaux, Lagny or even Chelles although the highly qualified services remained much more rare in these cities.

* Weight of the New Town

However, Marne-la-Vallée basically consolidated all of its tertiary activities and a great many office jobs were established in the new town.  There was a major offer of office space since, for a long time, it benefited from tax exemptions for the installation of companies that were much more favourable than those found in the rest of the Paris region, where these exemptions are forbidden.  These aids even allowed for the construction of empty office space, something strictly controlled elsewhere.

This resulted in the establishment of a great many services in sectors 1 and then 2 of Marne-la-Vallée.  A great many upper tertiary activities were set up in the Mont d’Est centre: for example, education (Marne-la-Vallée University), high tech, finance, administrative services, etc.  These upper services created local managment jobs.  This reppresented an opportunity to reduce the concentration in the Paris hypercentre and prevent the dissemination in the surrounding region.  There was a maximum concentration of these activities on a local scale in the Marne valley.

* Evolution of the New Town

We note the increasing tertiarisation of Marne-la-Vallée.  In fact, although the first sector received a great many plants that moved from the Paris centre, sectors 2 and 3 wittnessed the slowing down of these transfers or the creation of strictly industrial companies in favour of more tertiary activities. Finally, due to the decision to build Eurodisney, sector 4 was fully devoted to services, in particular leisure and trade, to the detriment of industry.  It is therefore possible to distinguish three periods in the establishment of the activities in the new town:

- a first phase during the 70’s with the installation of different activities in sector 1 consisting of classic industries, high tech and company services ;

- a second phase during the 80’s with the development of sectors 2 and 3.  Industry, stictly speaking, was less and less present, in favour of services to companies and individuals and logistic activities ;

- the third phase consisted of the development of sector 4, mainly devoted to services for the general public, that is, leisure and trade.

III  ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ASSESSMENT OF THE MUTATIONS
The examination of the threefold mutation of the local economy raises the question as to whether there is an interaction between the decline of industry and the growth of services in the region under consideration.

Three questions can be raised:

- What solutions or adaptations are possible in view of the industrial crisis?

- What local interactions can be detected between the withdrawal of industry and the growth of new activites, since these two phenomena more or less occurred at the same time?

- What is the regional redistribution of jobs and what conclusions can be drawn for the dynamics of growth in the region, in particular as regards the relationship with the capital?

1)  Consequences of Deindustrialisation and Possible Adaptations
* We already noted the extent of the decline of industry in he Marne valley, abandonning the eastern part of the region in favour of the Paris region in the west.  It first hit the extraction and then the agro-food industries before hitting the small industries characteristic of the western part of the valley.

TABLE 2

	
	UNEMPLOYMENT RATES (%)

	
	1975
	1982
	1990

	
	
	
	

	SECTOR 1
	4
	7,5
	8,7

	SECTOR 2
	3,5
	6,8
	7,3

	SECTOR 3
	3,6
	5,9
	5,6

	SECTOR 3 WITHOUT LAGNY
	3,3
	5,1
	4,5

	SECTOR 4
	2,8
	5,3
	4,7

	MARNE LA VALLÉE TOTAL
	3,7
	6,8
	7,3

	
	
	
	

	CHELLES
	4,5
	7,3
	7,1

	LAGNY SUR MARNE
	3,8
	6,3
	6,4

	ESBLY
	3,4
	4,4
	6,4

	MEAUX
	5
	10
	11,6

	LIZY SUR OURCQ
	6
	8,6
	9,7

	LA FERTÉ SOUS JOUARRE
	4,2
	9,3
	11,7

	
	
	
	

	ARRONDISSEMENT MEAUX
	4
	7
	7,6

	
	
	
	

	SEINE ET MARNE
	3,8
	6,9
	7,8


The resulting chain of events was logical :

- the rate of unemployment was higher than that of the regional average, in cities such as la Feré sous Jouarre or Meaux, leading to the phenomena of exclusion, urban violence, etc.;

- the relative stagnation of the population in these cities;

- the strong imbalance between local employment and the active population;

- the increase in the number of commuters to the capital.  However, the search for distant jobs wasn’t able to lower blue-collar unemployment.

* Difficulties in Relaying the Decline in Industry: Possible Adaptations in the Valley

Faced with this decline, different adaptions were attempted with more or less success, depending on the place.

- One possibility was to turn towards the Paris job market.  This was the traditional solution.  It began at the beginning of the 20th century, along the railway lines, essentially between Paris and Meaux.  However, there was a significant increase in this solution during the 70’s and 80’s.  True commuter towns arose.  The city of Chelles, the one closest to Paris, records the most traffic in the region.  Each day, 11,000 people travel to their jobs in Paris or beyond.  In 1990, 27.6 % of the employed in the city worked in the commune, 40 % in Greater Paris and only 12 % in the rest of the Seine-et-Marne department, including the new town.

- Another possibility was the re-deployment of labour in the direction of the new local activities, new dynamic poles of activity, in other words mainly towards Marne-la-Vallée, or even the zones of activity of Roissy (about 20 km north of the Marne valley).  However, in spite of the arrival of new companies from outside of the region, this new outlet provided few blue-collar jobs, except in the logistics activities that developped mainly in the 80’s.  Tertiary activities provided jobs for women, as well as jobs for those with intermediate qualifications, but weren’t able to make up for the reduction in industrial jobs in the valley.  We note the extensive redistribution of the levels of qualification required and the type of jobs offered.  This created a sharp imbalance between the supply and demand for unskilled labour in the 80’s and 90’s.

- The third possibility involves regions that, due to their distance, weren’t as able to benefit from outside zones of employment, whether in Paris or in the new town.  The upstream part of the valley found it more difficult to deal with deindustrialisation, especially since there was no relay through the development of new activities that were concentrated in the cities of the valley closest to the capital or especially in the new town along with the development of the different sectors.  This resulted in a real stagnation in the population in the eastern part of the region and higher unemployment.  This delayed the process of peri-urbanisation that only advanced in this part of the valley after the 1982 census.  Until the 90’s, it in part was spared by urban development and the peri-urban anarchy characteristic of the rest of the Ile-de-France region.  Ferté sous Jouarre and Lizy sur Ourcq are characteristic of this situation.`

Due to its intermediate situation, Meaux sums up the divergent evolutions in the valley.  More tertiary jobs than other towns and more diversified industry helped resist the industrial decline.  Paris, Marne-la-Vallée and Roissy helped create enough jobs for local labour.  In 1990, 54 % of the employed in Meaux worked in the commune, 5.5 % in neighbouring communes, 25 % in Greater Paris and 21 % in the rest of the department, mainly in Marne-la-Vallée and Roissy-Charles de Gaulle.  However, these new jobs were not available for the unskilled, often immigrant labour coming from industry.  They had a great deal of difficulty finding stable employment and felt the weight of exclusion in the low rental housing units of Beauval and Pierre Collinet, built two and a half decades before to house emigrants who came to satisfy the needs of industry during the period of triumphant industrialisation.

2)  What Type of Regional Interaction between Industry and Services?
We note the distinct and increasing tertiarisation in the region.  This is due to the long decline of industry in the region and the growth of tertiary activities in the new town.  Industrial decline does not seem to be related to the growth of new tertiary activities, in particular within the new town.  It occurred both before and after the development of the new town.  But, to what extent could the new town relay the industrial decline of the cities in the valley?  Three possibilities may be mentioned:

- First, the installation of high tech activities, whether in research or electronics, could only have a limited effect on traditional Marne valley industry that is little concerned by these new industrial branches cropping up in the region.  On this level, the interaction between the old and new industries was limited.

- However, the development of logistics activities, associated with the development of transportation networks (highway, rapid transit, link with Roissy) clearly favoured local industries in Marne-la-Vallée as well as the neighbouring industries in the valley.  However, these new opportunities were only able to play a major role in the 80’s whereas a great many industrial activities already disappeared.

- Third, these opportunities were not only restricted to logistics and transportation, but involved all of the services to companies.  In other words, the enrichment of the regional economic fabric benefited from pre-existing industrial companies.

To sum up, the regional industries benefited from the development of the new town and were invigorated by it.  However, this assumes that several conditions were present.  First, they had to survive the first wave of deindustrialisation during the 1973-1985 period.  Then, they had to be able to adapt to modern industry through the valorisation of services to companies by externalisation, the optimum use of logistics and an improvement in the global qualification of the job in the company.  Above all, this concerns the most modern industrial companies in the western part of the region and not the declining industries in the east.

3)  Towards a New Organisation of the Regional Job Market (Mobility Study)
It is necessary to take into account the mobility of employees if we want to study the regional economic organisation east of Paris.

The realm of influence now extends over the whole region due to the use of three key means of transportation: the old railway line in the valley, the rapid transit line servicing the new town and the highway.  White-collar workers and management, previously or recently settled in the valley or the new town mainly work in Paris, in spite of the increase in the number of jobs in the new town.

The Marne-la-Vallée recruitment area is quite unusual.  It extends over a large part of the Paris region, towards Paris (due to the rapid transit system) as well as north, south and west beyond Paris.  Although blue and white-collar workers are generally recruited in the area or in the old neighbouring low-income housing developments, in the valley, the management often comes from distant communes.`

However, the rate of employment in the new town remained low for a long time at 0.61 % in 1968 and 1975, even though it then increased with Eurodisney.  The population in part continues to go to Greater Paris.  The different flows cross each other, combine with the local flow (exchanges with the valley for unskilled jobs) and the flow coming from more distant rural regions, providing both management that adopted a rurban life style and low income employees that take advantage of the low prices of housing far from Paris.

The socio-professional structure of Marne-laVallée is characteristic of the new towns, even though there are not as many middle and upper professions as in other new towns: 33.6 % verus 30.6 % in the other Paris suburbs while blue-collar workers account for 26 % of the population versus 24 % in the other suburbs in 1990. 

In Meaux, half of the jobs in the commune in 1999 were provided by commuters from the surrounding areas, in particular the more or less distant rural communes.

CONCLUSION: New Features of the Regional Activity

During these two decades, we wittnessed a general redistribution of the activities and jobs on a regional scale.  The characteristics are:

- the withdrawal of industry in the east and in the valley in general, in particular in the small centres.  The traditional locations, linked to the river, canal and railway, like elsewhere, lost their power of attraction.

- at the same time, the role of agriculture in the local job market became marginal, even though farming is still an economic reality in the region (except where the new town developed).

- industry was redeployed in the new zones of activity, in the large cities to the west, Chelles, Vaires and Lagny as well as in the zones of activity of the new town, in Noisy le Grand and sector 2 (Val Maubuée).  Meaux remains in an intermediate situation.

- the rise of services to companies, almost exclusively in the new town, itself grouping a fairly full range of services, although not sufficiently dense to become independent of the capital.  This offer is completed by the major development of logistics activities, associated with the highways (A4 to the east, the Francilienne North-South), reinforced by the proximity of the Roissy airport and also almost entirely concentrated in the new town, in the immediate vicinity of the Paris-Strasbourg highway.

- household services developed in the main towns: Meaux, Lagny and Chelles.  Administrative functions also developed in these cities, in particular in the sub-prefecture Meaux.  However, here too, the creation of the new town modified the balance.  Shoppping centres, providing increasingly varied services developped in Marne-la-Valllée.  In addition, the creation of Eurodsney, with its 11,000 local jobs considerably fortified the weight of the new town in the tertiary job market in the region.

To conclude, we note that the substitution of services to industry in the regional balance is associated with a real geographic shift towards the west and south.  The new town somehow monopolised the creation of companies and jobs.  It provided new and more qualified jobs than those that previously existed in the region.  However, it did not really make up for the industrial decline in terms unskilled labour.  This accounts for the persistence of pockets of high unemployment in cities such as La Ferté sous Jouarre or Meaux throughout this period.
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The Noisiel sugar mill, today’s part of Nestlé’s headquarter.
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