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Nic's memorial service is at St Paul's Lutheran Church, 48 Gordon Road, Durban, Monday 17 March 2003

In Memoriam - Nicholas Friedemann Hooyberg

17 November 1969 - 10 March 2003

Nicholas was named after St Nicholas, the patron saint of sailors. His second name - Friedemann - was that of J. S Bach's eldest son.

Nicky was what is called a sentient being. This in German translates into " empfindungsfahigkeit" - those who knew him are agreed that Nicky had a remarkable intuition. 

Also it is valuable to all of us to remember him as a feeling and caring person - even children were drawn by some spiritual warmth that he radiated. Nicky is a person who suffered greatly - he was on heavy medication that all but robbed him of his soul - but despite all this, his spirit shone through. We would not have had Nicky without Nicky suffering.

Nicky told his father often that he is simply a being who could not be "boxed" into the usual work/employment profile. He used to say that people wanted to know his cv rather than who he thought he was. His sister - Clara -  and brother - Jos - remember him as a highly intelligent individual with an ability to strike it up with most people. But this would also hurt him, for often people would want something from him - a quality of personhood - which he could not always give. 

Even as a toddler he showed a sense of flair. Perhaps one could say that his distinct style of being was manifest from the outset. It showed in his violin playing, in his sailing. and the way he lived. It is sad, and a loss to all of us who knew the " other"  Nicky, who suffered so immensely at times. Whilst his sudden death is a cause for life-long grieving for his immediate family - Isabel, Volker, Clara and Jos - there is also the comforting  sense of  consolation, new life and new hope,  beautifully expressed  in the words of the French Christian philosopher, Paul Ricoeur, to the effect that his death too is the meaning of his life in the light of the Resurrection.

We all remember when Nicky made it to the first European Optimist Dinghy Championships, sailing off El Masnou, Costa Brava in Catalonia, Spain in 1983. He then went to Barcelona for the first time, and has visited there several times since, on one occasion with his father, staying with  Michael Greenacre in the village of San Fruitos de Bages. 

Nicky, a baptised Catholic, has visited Montserrat - the Holy Mountain - and seat of the Benedictine Monks. At the time Nicky achieved something remarkable when he persuaded Sibongile Khumalo, just after her own father's death to record the English and Zulu versions of Michael Greenacre's Millennium song (www.globalsong.net).

Nick's sailing ventures, his music making, his television and film work have been consistently special. He worked with the BBC's TV crew that covered Nelson Mandela's release from prison in February 1990.

Nick was born in Johannesburg, and his early schooling was in Pretoria - first Pretoria Oos Laerskool, then St Paulus, and the School of the Arts in Pretoria and Johannesburg.  He matriculated in 1987 - and the following two years did his compulsory army training, first at Kimberley, and later at Voortrekker Hoogte. He joined the BBC crew as sound recordist and later assistant camera man in February 1990, and this experience grew into other TV and Film production activities. He traveled widely in Africa, Europe and the USA. 

His sailing ventures led him to charter work in the Mediterranean, staying on the island of Rhodes, in Athens for a while. He recalled those days as most pleasurable. In his competitive sailing years, Nicky won the Optimist Transvaal title twice, the Free State championships and also the Western Province Dabchick championships sailed in Saldana Bay. In later years Nick did sail training and charter work in the Baltic Sea, handling the 50-foot Santa Maria in some difficult Baltic Sea conditions. He once helped sail a home built schooner (in Sweden) around the lower South African East Coast from East London to Cape Town, facing during up to Force 8 winds. He also was familiar with the sailing conditions from Richards Bay to Durban. Nick acted as tactician at various keelboat regattas. His participation in three Kieler Woche regattas he found immensely satisfying. The Kieler Woche rates as one of the premier events in sailing in the world.

He starting playing the violin at the age of five, and showing exceptional talent, soon became lead violinist for various children and youth orchestras. He was a founder member of the Opus Four String Quartet together with Atholl Swainston-Harrison, Sean Udal and John Loveday. Due to his illness and the heavy medication he had to take, he could not fulfill his earlier promise as a violinist. But his parents recall Nicky playing Pablo Sarasate with that special intuition with which he had been gifted .

This "obituary" or Nachruf as it is known in German is intended to be a "living" document, and to make this point, I asked Sjoerd Beute, whom we have known 48 years, and who taught Nicky classical guitar, to make a specific contribution. This is what he wrote:

Nicky had a will of his own. He had an exceptionally quick and accurate perception, and besides being a gifted musician he had a superb command of a few languages. His very individual speech was characterised by a distinctive neatness and beautiful articulation.

We will always miss Nicky - so dear to all who knew him.

